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FROM THE DIVISION DIRECTOR _
Leaves are Falling

Thanks to Kate, Tonya and Dr. Roberts for continuing
to improve the Plant Sciences Quarterly. Their only advice
to me was for something to be done about the picture on
the front page. | went back to Steve and asked him to keep
clicking until a smile showed up. Luckily, he has recharge-
able batteries.

As we move into a wet Fall, the Division has begun a
Program Assessment process that will continue through
the school year. So far, faculty have participated in small
group discussions centered around questions such as
“What are we doing well ...?”,“What is challenging ...?”,
0What do we want the Division to look like pve years
from now?” and “How do we move in this direction?” Common themes that seem to
be emerging for challenges include communication and physical limitations caused by
being spread across several buildings. Participation in the initial discussions was excel-
lent. The next step, in November, is a whole-group session to discuss common themes
from the small group discussions.

| want to mention progress on our faculty search activities (See page 4). Since our
last issue, we have interviewed three candidates for the Rice Research position at the
Delta Research Center. Interview dates are being set during November with three
candidates each for the Turf Extension Pathology position, chaired by Kevin Bradley,
and for the Weed Science position, co-chaired by Gene Stevens and Dr. Bradley. We
have re-advertised the Cereal Crops specialist position to generate additional applica-
tions and have posted the Plant Cell Wall Physiologist position.

In other news, the International Plant Molecular Biology Congress, organized by
Perry Gustafson, is taking place this week in St. Louis. Plant Sciences, the IPG, the
Sustainable Energy Center, and the National Center for Soybean Biotechnology co-
sponsored a display in the exhibit area. The Division also sponsored a program session
at IPMB, which is bringing top scientists from around the world to Missouri.
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